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Main achievements of the project by the Department of Ecology, University of Szeged 

 

 

Survey preparation 

The participants of the project from the Department of Ecology and from the 
Department of Ethnology and Cultural Anthropology together have created a list of relevant 

literature on traditional use of plants. We collected the potential, relevant literature on 

traditional plant use in the Hungarian side of the project area: to create the literature list we 

processed scientific articles – in printed forms and also from the internet -, books about herbs 

and traditional plant use, educational publications. We have created a list of 21 relevant 

publications, papers and studies, then we shared the literature among us and processed them. 

As a result of the processed relevant literature we have created a list of 58 relevant plant 

species, we assume that traditional knowledge can be collected about these plants.  
After we established the final plant species list, we have created a questionnaire, which tries to 

reveal every kind of knowledge related to the use of the 58 plant species. To elicit the plant 

species related knowledge we made a slideshow that was shown to every interviewee. Each and 

every plant species is represented in the slideshow, typical parts of the plants are shown. We 
have translated the questionnaire into English, and together with the slide show we have sent it  
to the Serbian participants, and discussed the methods of interviewing. 
 

Field interviews of the local population in the area encompassed by the project  

The Department of Ecology participants have performed 16 interviews with local stakeholders 
on the Hungarian side of the border. We used personal information to find the appropriate 
people for interviews, and we used an address list of a medical plant course. We could not find 
until now a really authentic, old “mediwitch” or folk healer, but we have found several 
enthusiastic people with high knowledge about local plant uses, and especially about natural 
lifestyle. Our informants were rather different. They are young or old, highly qualified or simple, 
everyday people. They have very different professions (teacher, economist, doorman, farmer, 
administrator etc.). Most of them spoked about the effect of parents or grandparents on 
developing of their close relationship with nature. They learned in childhood to prefer medical 
plants instead of synthetic medicines, if possible. Other people have got personal motivation 
from a friend. Several of our informants have got their main motivation on a herbal medicine 
course, organized by Krisztián Ábrahám in Szeged. Although we have not got very new and 
unknown data about the use of plants, but the informants usually have detailed and broad 
knowledge about the plant use. They often emphasized the importance of direct, personal 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                              

 

      

  

 

contact with the used plants in the nature. For example self collecting in the field, and using 
fresh plants instead of dried or shop bought one. Anyway, we concluded, that the knowledge 
and use of medical plants and native spices are part of a natural lifestyle and mentality. They 
think, that spreading the natural lifestyle is very important. 
 

Flora screening and terrain mapping 

We have retrieved and processed the distribution data of vascular plants in the project area 
from the Hungarian Flora Mapping Database. We have the distribution data of vascular plant 
species for the project area, Bács-Kiskun, and Csongrád counties. The flora mapping was 
performed according to the Central-European flora mapping methodology. The size of the grid 
unit is 5 minutes of longitude and 3 minutes of latitude, namely 6.25 km times 5.55 km. We 
drawn distribution maps of the relevant plant species in the project from this data base using 
GIS methods.  
 
Evaluation and statistical processing of the results obtained from the interviews.  

We summarized the information obtained from the interviews species by species in a large 
excel table. These summarized information was the base of the monograph chapters: local 
names, habitat and plant parts used and medical and other uses in the region. Exchange of the 
obtained data with cross border partners, controlling the efficacy and safety of the plant 
products, and final editing the monograph chapters was performed by the colleagues of 
Department of Pharmacognosy. Our duty was the preparation of photographic documentation 
for the monograph, and partly the translation of the chapters into English. 
We contributed to the preparation of two printed leaflets. 
 

Organization of information collecting from external experts 

The Kör-Te Community Building, Health Care and Conservation Association is very active in the 
region on the field of our project, so they were commissioned to develop three topics. 
(1) Local characteristics of the use of herbs and spices 
(2) Collecting native herbs in protected areas, their role in ecosystem service and ecotourism 
(3) Cultivation of the most important medicinal plants and herbs in home gardens in the 
Southern Great Plain 
A 20-20 page study of all three topics was prepared in Hungarian. We summarized the studies, 
and translated the summary into English for the monograph. 
 

Disclaimer:  

This document has been produced with the financial assistance of the European Union.  

The content of the document is the sole responsibility of University of Szeged and can under no 

circumstances be regarded as reflecting the position of the European Union and/or the 

Managing Authority. 


